
Stem cells have been in the center of a heated biomedical and bio-
political debate in the first decade of the new millennium. Ethical
concerns prevailed. The present volume follows the controversial
discussions on stem cells in Italy and Germany, respectively, over
the past 15 years. It aims at an assessment of the situation, and its
method is comparative. The first part of the book takes a step back
and sheds light on the early history of views on stem cells and on
cellular reprogramming from the middle of the nineteenth to the
end of the twentieth century. Part two and three have a close look
on the recent developments in Germany and in Italy from three
different viewpoints: the state of the art in scientific research, the
public debate on its perceived promises and dangers, and the poli-
tical and legal regulations that followed. It turns out that, despite
their cultural and geographical vicinity, there are significant na-
tional differences in the discursive and juridical strategies followed
in both European countries.
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Von der Renaissance bis ins 19. Jahrhundert verband die
mittel- und oberitalienischen Regionalstaaten ein enges Be-
ziehungsgeflecht mit dem Haus Habsburg. Im Mittelpunkt
des vorliegenden Bandes stehen die jeweiligen Höfe als die
in dieser Epoche maßgeblichen Zentren des politischen, so-
zialen und kulturellen Lebens. Thematische Schwerpunkte
sind neben politisch-dynastischen Aspekten die Formen der
Kommunikation und die wechselseitige Wahrnehmung so-
wie die Möglichkeiten des personellen Austauschs und die
Ergebnisse der Kontakte in den schönen Künsten.
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