Contents

Introduction: Silent Messengers. The World of Goods and the Circulation
of Knowledge in the Early Modern Netherlands
Sven Dupré & Christoph Liithy

Botanical, Heraldic and Historical Exchanges Concerning Lilies: The
Background of Jean-Jacques Chiffiet’s Lilium Francicum (1658)
Vittoria Feola

Flora and the Hapsburg Crown: Clusius, Spain, and American Natural
History
Maria Luz Lépez Terrada

The Migration of [nstrumental Knowledge from Flanders to Spain. The
Role of the Sixteenth-Century Flemish Instrument Maker Petrus ab Aggere
Koenraad Van Cleempoel

Moving around the Ellipse, Conic Sections in Leiden, 1620-1660
Fokko Jan Dijksterhuis

How to Become a Seventeenth-Century Natural Philosopher: The Case of
Cornelis Drebbel (1572-1633)
Vera Keller

Noah's Ark Restored (and Wrecked): Dutch Collectors, Natural History
and the Problem of Biblical Exegesis
Eric Jorink

A Museum of Wonders or a Cemetery of Corpses? The Commercial
Exchange of Anatomical Collections in Early Modern Netherlands
Diniel Margdcsy

Conflicting Pictures: Illustrating Descartes’ Traité de I'homme
Claus Zittel

Trading Luxury Glass, Picturing Collections and Consuming Objects of
Knowledge in Early Seventeenth-Century Antwerp
Sven Dupré

13

43

69

89

125

153

185

217

261



Contents

Circulating Knowledge or Superstition? The Dutch Debate on Divination 293
Koen Vermeir

Closing Comments ' 329
Harold 1. Cook

Bibliography 335
Biographical notes 377

Index 381

i



