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How did Mongolian communities perceive, preserve, and use knowledge of the stars, celestial bodies, and their influence?

This workshop explores astral knowledge in Mongolian society across oral and written traditions, rituals, visual culture, 
and material objects. It considers both indigenous practices and knowledge adapted from foreign systems of knowledge, 
customs, and beliefs.

Speakers are invited to analyse the social practices, media, authorities, and institutions that shaped the creation, pres-
ervation, transformation, and circulation of astral knowledge among the Mongols. Contributions address oral trans-
mission, writing, printing, visual art, ritual objects, collective memory, professional expertise, or formal and informal 
repositories of knowledge.

Bringing together studies of texts, objects, specialists, and institutions, the workshop asks how astral knowledge was 
produced, transmitted, and transformed—and how it helped shape Mongolian social life.

Astrological diagram demonstrating combinations of particular years, months, days and time at which prohibitions of various actions are imposed, surrounded by the images of the twelve-year cycle’s animals. 

Sources: University Library of Bern, Mongolica of the Ernst-Collection, GDC Mong M2: 13, ET 828; GDC Mong M1: 3, ET 762.
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