Jacob Myers

Department III: Artifacts, Action, Knowledge /// Max Planck Institute for the History of Science
Boltzmannstr. 22, 14195 Berlin, Germany /// jmyers@mpiwg-berlin.mpg.de

Academic Employment

2026-27  Postdoctoral Fellow, jointly appointed by Department I1I: Artifacts, Action, Knowledge, Max
Planck Institute for the History of Science, and John Carter Brown Library, Brown
University

2025-26  Visiting Assistant Professor, Department of English, Franklin & Marshall College

Education

2025 Ph.D., English, University of Pennsylvania
Certificate in One Health (Perelman School of Medicine)
Certificate in Cinema & Media Studies
Certificate in Teaching

2021 M.A., English, University of Pennsylvania

2018 M.A., with distinction, English, Georgetown University
Certificate in Teaching

2012 B.A., English (major), Theater (major), and Gender, Sexuality & Feminist Studies (major),
Oberlin College

Publications

Book manuscript

Noxious Life: Figuring Vermin & Environmental Health in the Early Caribbean
*Winner of Diane Hunter Dissertation Prize*

Peer-reviewed articles

2025 “Keeping the Rat-Book: Marly and the Visceral Histories of Jamaican Agriculture,” Early
American Literature, vol. 60, no. 1 (2025): 21-41. https://doi.org/10.1353/eal.2025.a951902
*Winner of Srinivas Aravamudan Prize*
*Honorable Mention for James L. Clifford Prize*
*Honorable Mention for Richard Beale Davis Prize*

2024 “Chego Trouble: Mark Catesby & the Frictions of Representation in Colonial Entomology,”
The Eighteenth Century: Theory & Interpretation, special issue: “Critical Insect Studies,”
edited with Beth Fowkes Tobin & Beth Kowaleski Wallace, vol. 65, no. 1-2 (2024): 71-90.
https://doi.org/10.1353/ecy.2024.a961702 [issue published in June 2025]

2024 “Petting the Rabbit: The Favourite, Anti-heritage, & the Search for Lesbians in the Past,”
Camera Obscura, vol. 39, no. 3 (117) (2024): 32-59. https://doi.org/10.1215/02705346-
11365851

*Selected as 1ssue’s cover feature*

Public-facing scholarship
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2025 “The Woman’s World of Pesticides,” Collections, Science History Institute.
https://www.sciencehistory.org/collections/blog/the-womans-world-of-pesticides/

2024 The Revolutionary City: A Portal to the Nation’s Founding, HTR machine learning model
training: kraken/eScriptorium transcription for “Slavery” and “Lived Experience” themes,
https://therevolutionarycity.org

Collections essays:

e “Benjamin Rush’s Climates of Medicine: Race & the Environment in the Lecture Notes,”
Current Voices (critical guides). https://therevolutionarycity.org/node/42541

e “Escaping the Archive: Reading Refusal in the Vaux Papers,” Dispatches from the
Revolutionary City (blog), October 24, 2024.
https://therevolutionarycity.org/blog/escaping-archive-reading-refusal-vaux-papers-2024-
10-24

Press mentions: The Philadelphia Inguirer, WHYY PBS/NPR

Works in progress

2027 “Gentleman Jack, Lesbian Aesthetics, & Mediating the Archive On-Screen,” Studies in
Eighteenth-Century Culture, vol. 56 (2027) (Forthcoming)
*Winner of Catharine Macaulay Essay Prize*

Selected Honors, Awards, & Competitive Fellowships

Honors and essay awards

2026 Srinivas Aravamudan Prize, American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies

2026 James L. Clifford Prize, Honorable Mention, American Society for Eighteenth-Century
Studies

2025 Diane Hunter Dissertation Prize, University of Pennsylvania

2025 Richard Beale Davis Prize, Honorable Mention, Modern Language Association Early
American Literature Forum

2025 Catharine Macaulay Essay Prize, American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies

2022 Edna Steeves Essay Prize, Northeast American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies

2022 Graduate Student Essay Prize, Honorable Mention, Southeastern American Society for
Eighteenth-Century Studies

2022 S. Eric Molin Prize, East-Central American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies

2022 William Patrick Day Essay Prize, Honorable Mention, University of Pennsylvania

2018 Exceptional Master’s Student Award (at-large), Georgetown University

External fellowships

2026-27  Postdoctoral Fellowship, Brown University — John Carter Brown Library

2026-27  Short-Term Fellowship, Winterthur Museum

2025-26  Department III “Artifacts, Action, Knowledge” Postdoctoral Fellowship, Max Planck
Institute for the History of Science (deferred one year)

2024-25  Allington Dissertation Fellowship, Beckman Center for the History of Chemistry, Science
History Institute

2024-25 Short-Term Fellowship, Winterthur Museum

2023-24  Marguerite Bartlett Hamer Dissertation Fellowship, McNeil Center for Early American
Studies

2023-24  San Andreas Research Fellowship, Huntington Library

2022-23  McLean Contributionship Fellowship, Library Company of Philadelphia

2018 HeForShe Graduate Fellowship, UN Women
2015-16  Fulbright U.S. Student Scholarship — Macao Polytechnic University, U.S. Department of
State

2012-13  Teaching Fellowship, Beijing Normal-Hong Kong Baptist University

Rev. 06/2026 Myers 2


https://share.inquirer.com/OBfmlz
https://whyy.org/articles/revolutionary-city-digital-archive-philadelphia-revolutionary-war/

Competitive internal fellowships

2025-26  Mellon “Humanities for All Times” Faculty Research Grant, Franklin & Marshall College

2025-26  National Science Foundation Travel Grant, History of Science Society

2024-25  Wolf Humanities Center Doctoral Fellowship, University of Pennsylvania

2023-24  Penfield Research Award, University of Pennsylvania

2021 U.S. Department of Education Foreign Language & Area Studies Fellowship, University of
Pennsylvania

2016-18  Graduate Writing Associate Fellowship, Georgetown University

Selected Teaching Experience

Last taught As instructor of record

Sp 2026  The Gothic: Body Horrors to Haunted Houses

Sp 2026  Pride & Prejudice across the Globe (2 sections; also Sp 25)
Fa2025  The Global Eighteenth Century

Fa 2025  Science / Fiction (2 sections)

Su2025  Place & Belonging (also Su 2024, Su 2022)

Sp 2023  Charlie Chaplin & the Politics of Silence

Fa 2021  The World in the Microscope

Su2018  Writing & Culture (also Su 2017)

Sp 2016  American Literature Tutorial

As teaching assistant
Sp 2023  The People’s Health
Fa 2022  Health & Societies: Global Perspectives
Sp 2022  World Film History to 1945
Sp 2022  European Pantomime & the Films of Charles Chaplin
Sp 2020  The Age of Milton
Fa2019  Monsters in Film & Literature
Su2018  Warrior-Scholar Project Writing
Sp 2018  Science Fiction & Fantasy
Fa 2017  Methods of Literary and Cultural Studies
Sp 2017  Writing & Culture (also Fa 2016)
Sp 2016  Survey of American Literature
Fa2015  Survey of British Literature
Sp 2013  Film Aesthetics
Sp 2013  Advanced Screenwriting
Fa2012  Introduction to Screenwriting
Fa2012  Film History

Selected Conference & Invited Presentations

Peer-reviewed conference presentations

Jul. 2026  “Delicious Victuals: Rats & Race in Hans Sloane’s Theory of Digestion,” The Science and
Medicine of Habits Symposium, History of Science Society & European Society for the
History of Science.

Jan. 2026 “Bodies of Water: Marking Enslavement’s Predations in Caribbean Springs,” Modern
Language Association.

Nov. 2025 “Hurting the Carrion-Crow: Early Caribbean Vulture Knowledge & Aphoristic Vernacular
Science,” History of Science Society.

May 2025 “Hans Sloane, Rat-Eating, & Imperial Discernment,” Where is Early America?, McNeil
Center for Early American Studies.

Apr. 2025 “The Aphoristic Eighteenth Century: Caribbean Vulture Knowledge & Unspooling
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Mar. 2025
Aug. 2024
Apr. 2024
Apr. 2024
Jun. 2023
Jan. 2023

Oct. 2022

Apr. 2022
Feb. 2022
Oct. 2020
Oct. 2018
Nov. 2017
Oct. 2017

Apr. 2017

Feb. 2026

Jun. 2025
May 2025
Feb. 2025
Feb. 2025
Jan. 2025

Dec. 2024
Oct. 2024

Oct. 2024
Nov. 2023
May 2023

Nov. 2022

Enslavement’s Eco-Sexual Violence,” American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies.
“Fascination, Obeah, & the Animacy of Performance,” Northeast Modern Language
Association.

“Pantomime, Fascination, & the Animacy of Anti-Colonial Performance in Fawcett’s Obi,”
North American Society for the Study of Romanticism.

“Moseley’s Interspecies Disfigurement, or Colonial Immunity to Yaws, Obeah, and Cow-
Mania,” American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies.

“Anne Lister Then & Now Roundtable” (panelist), American Society for Eighteenth-Century
Studies.

“Worms, Madness, & Theories of Revolt in Grainger’s Sugar-Cane,” Society of Early
Americanists.

“The Sir Charles Price Rat & Colonial Failure as Told by Enslaved Laborers,” American
Historical Association.

“Spotless Breasts: The Racialized Erotics of Mosquito Bites in Isaac Teale’s ‘The Gnat,
Canada Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies/Eighteenth-Century Scottish Studies
Association/Northeast American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies.

“The Cane-Rat, Delicacy, & Archival Stickiness on British Jamaica,” American Society for
Eighteenth-Century Studies.

“Petting the Rabbit: Adaptation, Anti-Heritage, & Illegibility in The Favourite (2018),”
Southeast American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies.

“Arthropods Under the Lens: The Aesthetic Instability of Insect Microscopy in the
Caribbean,” East-Central American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies.

“Re-embodying Disgust & Desire through Pope’s Waste Deities,” Northeast American
Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies.

“Her Nerves are a Good Deal Deranged: The Pursuit of Invalidism in Austen’s Sanditon,”
East-Central American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies.

“The Vegetative Carcass: London’s Attempts to Reconcile a Feral Child,” Canada Society for
Eighteenth-Century Studies/Northeast American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies.
“Desiring the Child Photograph as Image-Object: Revisiting the Problem of Lewis Carroll,”
Posthuman Materialisms, Georgetown University.

999

Invited talks and campus panels

“Hurting the Carrion-Crow: Enslavement’s Ecosexual Violence and Reading Aphoristically
for Justice,” Reckoning with Lancaster: Abolition Faculty Research Colloquium, Franklin &
Marshall College.

“Vector Poetics: Disease, Race, and Power in Insect Bite Literature of the Early Caribbean,”
Science History Institute.

"Noxious Life: Figuring Vermin in the Natural Histories of the Anglophone Caribbean,”
Winterthur Museum.

“Obi across the Genres,” Melodramatic Tactics, University of Pennsylvania.

“Race before Haitian Independence,” Melodramatic Tactics, University of Pennsylvania.
“Hurting the Carrion-Crow: Proverb & Vernacular Knowledge of Slavery’s Physical and
Spiritual Deaths,” Science History Institute.

“Plantation Poetics & the Natural History of Fascinating Serpents,” Science History Institute.
“Noxious Life: Figuring Vermin in the Natural Histories of the Anglophone Caribbean,”
Science History Institute.

“On Noxious Life & Vermin Knowledges,” Wolf Humanities Center Mellon Seminar,
University of Pennsylvania.

“Fascinating Serpents: Imagination, Medical Rituals, & Obeah’s Anti-Colonial Seductions,”
Slavery & Abolition Working Group, McNeil Center for Early American Studies.

“Noxious Foes: Figuring Vermin in the Natural Histories of the British Caribbean,” Library
Company of Philadelphia.

“Probing Swarm Patterns: Hygiene, Surveillance, & Etiologies of Revolt in The Sugar-
Cane,” Restoration to Victorian Studies (Res-Vic) Working Group, University of
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Apr. 2022
Mar. 2020
Oct. 2015

Mar. 2013

Pennsylvania.

“Keeping the Rat-Book: White Anxiety & the Power of Black Irony in Marly’s Food
Market,” 18th- & 19th-Century Atlantic Cultures Workshop, University of Chicago.
“Stolen Daughters: Kidnapped by Boko Haram Screening & Panel” (panelist), Wolf
Humanities Center Forum on Kinship, University of Pennsylvania.

“Jane Austen's World: Complementing Literature with Mixed Media in the Classroom,”
Macao Polytechnic University.

“History of Animation: From Zoetrope to CGI,” Beijing Normal-Hong Kong Baptist
University.

Selected Academic Service

Jul. 2026
Apr. 2026

2025-26
Nov. 2025

Oct. 2025
2024-25

2024-25
Su 2024
Mar. 2019

Nov. 2023

2021-22
2019-21

Feb. 2021

2019-21
2019-20
Sp 2018
2016-18
2016-18
2017-18
Nov. 2017

Fa. 2016
2015-16
2015-16

2015-16
2012-13
2011-12
2011-12
2009-11
2008-09

Professional service

Chair, Hidden Legacies of Slavery and Freedom in the History of Science, History of Science
Society Conference.

Panelist, Philadelphia History of Science Archives Roundtable, American Society for
Eighteenth-Century Studies.

Catherine Macaulay Prize Committee, American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies.
Chair, Botany and Horticulture in Britain and the Americas, History of Science Society
Conference.

Panelist, Navigating the Academic Job Market Workshop, Society of Early Americanists.
Coordinator, Penn One Health Seminar, Perelman School of Medicine. With Caroline
Nozomi, Jade Riopelle, Vina Tran, Claire West, and Alice Zhang.

Works-in-Progress Series Coordinator, McNeil Center for Early American Studies.
Communications Consultant, Wildlife Futures Program, Penn Vet.

Panelist, Reinventing Graduate Student Mentorship Roundtable, American Society for
Eighteenth-Century Studies.

University and departmental service

Lead Speaker, Navigating Fellowship Applications Workshop, Graduate English Assembly,
University of Pennsylvania.

PhD Professionalism Fellow, Career Services, University of Pennsylvania.

Coordinator, Gender and Sexuality (Gen/Sex) Working Group, University of Pennsylvania.
With Kirsten Lee/Dahlia Li (2019-20) & Matty Hemming/Nat Rivkin (2020-21).

Panelist, Preparing for the Fields Exam Workshop, English Department, University of
Pennsylvania.

First-Year Graduate Mentor, Graduate English Assembly, University of Pennsylvania.
Funding Librarian, Graduate English Assembly, University of Pennsylvania.

Fellow, Gender+ Justice Initiative, Georgetown University.

Faculty Mentor, Community Scholars Program, Georgetown University.

Faculty Mentor, Institute for College Preparation, Georgetown University.

Academic Chair, English Graduate Student Association, Georgetown University.

Panelist, Public Humanities Internships Workshop, English Department, Georgetown
University.

Graduate Writing Tutor, Georgetown University Writing Center.

Writing Tutor, Bell Centre of English, Macao Polytechnic University.

Faculty Advisor, American Culture Club, Macao Polytechnic University. With Emanuele
Berry, Kevin Chen, and Clancy Connolly.

Faculty Coach, English Debate Team, Macao Polytechnic University.

Organizer, American Film Club, Beijing Normal-Hong Kong Baptist University.
Experimental College Department Representative, College Faculty Council, Oberlin College.
Senior Advisor, Experimental College Department, Oberlin College.

Chair, Experimental College Department, Oberlin College.

Advisory Committee Member, Experimental College Department, Oberlin College.
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Dec. 2025

Feb. 2025

Mar. 2024

Apr. 2023
Mar. 2023
Mar. 2022
Feb. 2022
Fa 2020

Mar. 2020

Mar. 2018

Event organization

“Medical Racism & Abolition in Healthcare Public Reading,” Reckoning with Lancaster
Initiative, Franklin & Marshall College. Organized with Ashley Rondini.

“Keywords: A Symposium,” with keynote speaker Mana Kia, Wolf Humanities Center,
University of Pennsylvania. Organized with Maryam Athari, Usmon Boron, Lama Elsharif,
Charlotte Kiechel, Paniz Musawi Natanzi, Paige Pendarvis, Jennifer Reiss, Jeremy Steinberg,
and Angelina Eimannsberger.

“Humanities Beyond the Professoriate Lunch with Dominique Jean-Louis,” English
Department, University of Pennsylvania. Organized with Chi-ming Yang and Whitney
Trettien.

“An Evening of Pantomime Inspired by the Artistry of Charles Chaplin,” Kislak Center,
University of Pennsylvania. Directed six student pantomime performances.

The Gold Rush with on-site exhibit, Lightbox Film Center. Organized with Jesse Pires.
Curated accompanying undergraduate exhibit on Chaplin’s antecedents.

Modern Times with opening remarks, Lightbox Film Center. Organized with Toni Bowers
and Jesse Pires.

“Chaplin’s Shoulder Arms & Unknown Chaplin,” The Rotunda. Organized with Toni Bowers
and Gina Renzi.

“Chaplin’s Mutual Comedies,” Lightbox Film Center. Organized with Toni Bowers and Jesse
Pires.

“Stolen Daughters: Kidnapped by Boko Haram Screening and Panel,” Wolf Humanities
Center Forum on Kinship, University of Pennsylvania. Organized with Ann Ho, Elliot Marcel
Montpellier, and Martine Tchitchihe.

“New Biopolitics: An Interdisciplinary Conference in the Humanities,” with keynote speaker
Kyla Wazana Tompkins, Georgetown University. Sole organizer.

Curatorial Research

Fa 2017
2014-15

Historic Artifact Research Intern, U.S. Department of State — Diplomatic Reception Rooms
Curatorial Intern, Paley Center for Media

Additional Training

May 2026
2019-23
Jun. 2021
2017-18
2015-16
2012-13

Fellow, Dream Lab: Text Analysis Workshop, Price Lab for Digital Humanities

Research Assistant for Toni Bowers, Department of English, University of Pennsylvania
Fellow, Urban In-Sights: Visual Literacy Workshop, The Library Company of Philadelphia
Research Assistant for Kathryn Temple, Department of English, Georgetown University
Fulbright Scholar, Macao Polytechnic University

Teaching Fellow, Cinema-Television Programme, Beijing Normal-Hong Kong Baptist
University

Professional Affiliations

American Historical Association

American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies
Early Caribbean Society

Fontaine Society

History of Science Society

Modern Language Association

Society for Cinema & Media Studies

Society of Early Americanists

Languages
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French (reading, limited speaking)

Mandarin Chinese (reading, limited speaking)
Jamaican Creole (reading)

Latin (reading)

Gujarati (reading)
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