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ABOUT THE ASTRA COLLOQUIUM SPRING 2026

Recent research has challenged the marginalization of Islamicate and
South Asian “occult sciences,” revealing them as integral to vibrant
precolonial scientific cultures. These practices flourished across elite and
popular contexts and remain vital today, enabling combined textual and
ethnographic study. The colloquium explores new perspectives on South
Asian sciences within Arabo-Persian and Sanskritic traditions across time.

FEB 25, 2026 - 13:30-15:00 - ONLINE
Mahouts’ Secret Language: Human-Elephant
Communication in Persianate South Asia

Fabrizio Speziale (Ecoles des hautes études en sciences sociales)

MARCH 19, 2026 - 13:30-15:00 -
VILLA SEMINAR ROOM & ONLINE
Turning Tables: Tracking Movement of Desire in

Early Modern South Asia
Sonia Wigh (University of Cambridge)

APRIL 22, 2026 - 15:00-16:30 - ONLINE

Persianate Pythagorean Computing, Early Modern Al
and the Imperial Panopticon: From the Safavid World
of Geomancy to the Mughal Principles of Guidance
Matthew Melvin-Koushki (University of South Carolina)

PARTICIPATION AND REGISTRATION

We welcome both internal and external guests. For more
information about the colloquium series, please scan the
QR code or contact Jean Arzoumanov
(jarzoumanov@mpiwg-berlin.mpg.de)

Bishandas depicting the birth of prince Salim in the Akbarnama with
one Muslim, one Hindu. Museum of Fine Arts, Boston ©.
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MAY 21, 2026 - 13:30-15:00 - ONLINE
Alchemy in the Tamil Siddha Literature:
Its Transdisciplinary and Esoteric Aspects

llona Kedzia-Warych (Jagiellonian University)

JUNE 17, 2026 - 13:30-15:00 - ONLINE
Astronomical Works in the Gentil Collection in Paris

Jérome Petit (Bibliothéque nationale de France)

VENUE

Max Planck Institute for the History of Science
Boltzmannstrasse 22, 14195 Berlin
@ Villa Seminar Room, Harnackstrasse 5



