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tween science, children, and childhood. We want to examine

the methods developed to study children and the novel ap-
proaches in the human sciences they inspired more generally, as
well as to find new ways to conceptualize children as agents
whose play and daily experiences shaped scientific work.

T his international workshop will analyze the relationship be-

First, we want to situate the methods used to study infants and
children in the broader intellectual, social, and cultural contexts in
which they emerged. In so doing, we will focus on a wide range
of actors engaged in child studies within and beyond academia.
What motivated them to take up children as objects/ subjects of
scientific study? What were their educational and professional
backgrounds, and what kinds of knowledge did they bring to
the endeavor? Which methods did they rely on or develop to
document children and childhood, and in what ways did those
methods influence knowledge practices and research agendas
within and beyond child studies? How, in this process, did children
become models for science? How were child-inspired methods
applied back to adults?

Second, we want to explore the interplay between scientific re-
search and children’s social worlds, and use the social and material
history of childhood as a lens to uncover new insights in the history
of science. In this context, we will examine how scientific practices
and material cultures of research intersected with children’s lived
experiences, not only in studies conducted with children as research
participants, but also in research and methodologies that have
surprising origins in children’s activities or experiences. We ask,
how might children have experienced, and potentially influenced,
the studies they participated in? How can historical inquiry make
sense of the potential disconnect between scientists’ intentions and
children’s own experiences or interpretations of studies? And how
did children’s everyday practices and creative play shape research
design and implementation in ways not previously recognized,
and in areas not traditionally associated with childhood studies?



Thursday, Jan.15

Friday, Jan. 16

9:30 — Bubbles, Popguns, Lizards’ Tales:
10:30 Experimental Play in Seven-
teenth-Century England

MODERATOR: ANTONIA VON SCHONING
(UNIVERSITAT BASEL)

Elizabeth Swann
(Durham University)

10:30 — Inkblots in the Classroom: Hermann
11:30 Rorschach’s Early Experiments in
Minsterlingen (1911)

MODERATOR: SHIRA SHMUELY
(THE COHN INSTITUTE, TEL AVIV UNIVERSITY)

David Bucheli
(Universitét Basel)

11:30 — Coffee
12:00

12:00 — Now orNexx-Weele Never: How
13:00 Caribbean Children’s School Lives
Shaped the Marshmallow Test

MODERATOR: ALFRED FREEBORN
(UNIVERSITAT BIELEFELD)

Susanne Schmidt
(Universitét Basel)

13:00 — Lunch (Harnack-Haus)
14:00

14:00 — Open Group Discussion
14:30

Pokuaa Oduro-Bonsrah
(Universitdt Basel)

10:30 Coffee
10:50 Welcome and Introduction Christine von Oertzen
(MPIWG),
Susanne Schmidt
(Universitét Basel)
11:00 —  Primitive Children: Cameron Brinitzer
12:00 Color Sense Experiments at Home (Harvard University)
MODERATOR: SAYORI GOSHAL (MPIWG)
12:00 — The Difference Children Made: Ishita Pande
13:00 Age, Race, and Nation in the Making (Queen’s University)
of Indian Psychology
MODERATOR: SUSANNE SCHMIDT (UNIVERSITAT BASEL)
13:00 — Lunch
14:30
14:30 — The Observation of Children with Heather Murray
15:30 Intellectual Disabilities in Post- (University of Ottawa)
war America: llluminations and
Limitations of Empathy and Agency
MODERATOR: POKUAA ODURO-BONSRAH
(UNIVERSITAT BASEL)
15:30 — Surveying School-Children’s Views Annette Milberger
16:30 on War (1916 —1922) (University of Groningen)
MODERATOR: CHRISTINE VON OERTZEN (MPIWG)
16:30 — Coffee
17:00
17:00 — Testing Creativity: Antonia von Schéning
18:00 Methods, Materiality, and Agency in (Universitét Basel)

the Torrance Tests

MODERATOR: ALEJANDRA OSOREO TARAZONA
(HUMBOLDT-UNIVERSITAT ZU BERLIN)

14:30 — Reading the Baby: At-Home
15:30 Observation as Humanities
Research (1870 — 1910)

MODERATOR: CAMERON BRINITZER
(HARVARD UNIVERSITY)

Christine von Oertzen
(MPIWG)

15:30 — Wrap Up
16:30

19:00

Conference Dinner

www.latiarica.de

16:30 — Coffee and Farewell
18:00
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SNSF-StG "Self-Control:
Race, Gender, and Social Science, 1950-today"
Universitdt Basel

Photocredits: Girls playing in the yard of the Caroni Hindu School,
Caroni County, Trinidad, Trinidad and Tobago, August 1956. Joseph

Champagne. (c¢) National Film Board of Canada

Design: Matters of Creation
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