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University and research organizations in 
Europe and North-America used to proudly 
display their institutional cooperation with 
the People’s Republic of China (PRC). But 
sentiments have shifted dramatically, and 
the same institutions and individuals are 
more at risk of being labelled naïve, for 
upholding strong ties to China. In the US 
debate, security issues play a large role in 
rethinking academic partnerships, but 
European institutions are mainly concerned 
by threats to academic freedom. What kind 
of evidence do actors in academia and in 
science politics possess to evaluate the 
risks and opportunities of an engagement 
with partners in the PRC? In this roundtable 
d i scuss ion , we wi l l exp lore these 
developments and questions with the 
expertise and first-hand insights from four 
renowned scholars.
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