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Caroline S. Wagner is a Professor in the John Glenn
College of Public Affairs, The Ohio State University,
and the inaugural holder of the Milton & Roslyn Wolf
Chair in International Affairs. She is an affiliate of
Battelle Center for Science in the Public Interest, and
the East Asian Studies Center. Dr. Wagner earned a
doctorate from the University of Amsterdam School
of Communications Studies (ASCoR) in Science and
Technology Dynamics, Netherlands, under the
guidance of Prof. dr. Loet Leydesdorff. She is the
author, most notably, of The New Invisible College:
Science for Development (2009).
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The rapid rise in China’s scientific
capacity and strength on the
global stage challenges concepts
of the science-state relationship.
Centuries of close ties between
thriving scientific bases and
democratic political systems led
many to postulate that the two
systems are interlinked and
interdependent. In the 21st
century, China’s science policy has
contributed to a robust scientific
system in a different type of state
model. Theories of the
relationships between science and
the state, including the roles of
science policy, planning, and
investment, must be re-examined
in light of China’s rapid rise in the
world’s science and technology
system. This talk will address these
challenges and engage alternative
hypotheses.
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