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The rapid rise in China’s scientific 
capacity and strength on the 
global stage challenges concepts 
of the science-state relationship. 
Centuries of close ties between 
thriving scientific bases and 
democratic political systems led 
many to postulate that the two 
systems are interl inked and 
interdependent. In the 21st 
century, China’s science policy has 
contributed to a robust scientific 
system in a different type of state 
m o d e l . T h e o r i e s o f t h e 
relationships between science and 
the state, including the roles of 
science policy, planning, and 
investment, must be re-examined 
in light of China’s rapid rise in the 
world’s science and technology 
system. This talk will address these 
challenges and engage alternative 
hypotheses. 



