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PART 1 Framing the History of Scientific Observation, 500-1800

Over the course of centuries, observation as both word and practice
wandered from rustic and monastic settings to learned publications,
eventually becoming the cornerstone of all empirical sciences.
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PART 2 Observing and Believing: Evidence

Observations are part of scientific proof and persuasion. Who observes
what and how all enter into the assessment of credibility.
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PART 3 Observing in New Ways: Techniques

Ingenious inquirers invent strategies, instruments, and regimens to make
invisible, inaccessible, or intractable phenomena observable.
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PART 4 Observing New Things: Objects

Observation defines its objects by how it studies them. Choosing how to
observe in some cases dictates what is observed.
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pART 5 Observing Together: Communities

Scientific observation is almost always collective, carried out by inquirers
dispersed in space and time. Communities are required to organize,
motivate, and coordinate individual observers.
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